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Olivia Brill- Math and Snacks is up and running again. Many students are taking advantage of 
after school help on Thursdays. Thanks to Dan Murphy, there are two student tutors helping as 
well. Students complete make-up work, receive remediation, re-take tests, and in one case 
receive enrichment. The program is off to a great start!  
 

    
 

                                     
 
 
Mrs. Engelhardt's meteorology class made their own weather instruments. The students made 
thermometers, wind vanes, and anemometers.  We collected data outside for a week by the 
planetarium. They will be presenting their findings to the class by comparing their data to the 
actual weather readings we collected in class from the weather station on the roof of Cedar Cliff 
High School.  
 
Teaching the water cycle in Mr. Mcclymont's class took on a new twist this year. Students took 
a "field trip" to the aquaponics lab to compare the actual carbon, nitrogen, and water cycle to the 
manmade one in the first floor planetarium. All the students were excited to check out the lab and 
see what all of the hype is about. After our field trip, we had the portable aquaponics lab in the 
classroom to reinforce the concepts learned in the actual lab. The lab provided a visual 
demonstration of a concept often taught only with pictures and text.  
 
                                  
 
 



English Department  
Tenth Grade English Honors students in Mrs. Hyde’s classes are completing their study of The 
Book Thief and will soon begin researching Mary Shelley's biographical information in preparation 
for reading Frankenstein.  
Mrs. Hyde’s AP Literature and Composition class is off and running. They are doing practice 
exams every week and are learning how to create an excellent thesis statement for their essays. 
The Eleventh Grade Early American Literature students researched different creation myths from 
around the world and are currently analyzing the Native American trickster tale. 
 
The English Department is absolutely thrilled with the carpentry skills of Erik Post, a local young 
man earning his Eagle Scout.  His project included adding seventeen handcrafted bookshelves 
to one of the smaller classrooms, so that all of the novels and reading options for each grade level 
could be housed in one space in an organized manner.  The beautifully crafted shelves, and the 
donation of funds to purchase additional novels, are a gift to Cedar Cliff that will last many years.  
 

 
 
The students in College Composition 1/HACC English 101 crafted emails as we are learning 
about professional communications. Each student contacted someone with knowledge of a 
profession to which they aspire. The students inquired about how writing is used in that profession. 
Some students asked additional questions about the career. The responses from the business 
community have been phenomenally positive with all professions affirming the need for clear and 
effective writing skills. 
 
Ms. Forsyth's classes are learning how to analyze and evaluate short texts for an author's use 
of literary elements and devices such as characterization, character motive, allusion, conflict, 
suspense, tone, foreshadowing, flashback, the three types of irony, different points of view and 
their effects, and setting and its roles. They are using reading strategies to read these short texts 
in partners and with guided reading activities to analyze them. They will also be writing an original 
creative narrative using all of these devices effectively. 
 
Mrs. Clarke’s English I students are in the Narrative Structures Unit, and have just read "A Sound 
of Thunder."  Students were assessed with a writing assignment that provided the opportunity to 
introduce ACE formatting and how it is constructed.  From there, students worked with a partner 
to create a thematic movie poster for the story, and then presented their creations to the class. 
 
English II students are studying Narrative Structures, and are just starting "The Possibility of 
Evil."  Students were intrigued that this story was written by Shirley Jackson, the same author of 
The Haunting of Hill House (which was recently made into a popular Netflix series).  As they read 
this story, they analyzed characterization and character motivation.  
 
 



English IV students in Mrs. Clarke’s and Mrs. Hoch’s classes are studying the Anglo/Saxon 
period and analyzing Beowulf as a cultural representation for the period. 
 
Mrs. Hoch’s A.P. Language and Composition students are studying rhetorical appeals and are 
improving their abilities to dissect various texts for the presence of those appeals. They have 
begun their first nonfiction text entitled There Are No Children Here and will analyze the text in a 
final essay at the close of the first marking period before moving on to reading I Am Nujood, Ten 
and Divorced by Nujood Ali. 
 
In Beginner ELD English, Miss Sementelli’s students are well into their first unit, Who am I?  They 
are learning about first names and family names in connection with Shakespeare's Romeo and 
Juliet Act 2, Scene 2.   
 
Mrs. Wolfe's English III students are studying the impact of Salem With Trials. In The Crucible . 
They recently participated in an experiment in the library where each student was designated a 
witch or not a witch, and they had to discover the witch’s identity based upon clues. Spoiler alert:  
the activity taught what happens when people accuse others without proof, and start mass 
hysteria. 
 
Miss Bowerman’s and Mrs. Hyde’s AP Literature classes are incorporating the new curriculum 
provided by the College Board and learning to use the new essay rubrics to score each other's 
essays.  
 
Four sections of English 101 for HACC are already crafting their third writing assignments for 
Miss Bowerman. 
 
Juniors Morgan Faranov and Cameron Dantzler both received national recognition for their 
articles posted on Fusfoo. 
  
Here is the link:  https://www.fusfoo.com/school/74/Cedar-Cliff-Sentinel.html 
 
Ms. Herbert Art 
Sculpture students researched cultural traditions of mask-making to use as inspiration for creating 
their own masks.  After brainstorming possible ideas in their sketchbooks, students transitioned 
to sculpting their ideas in clay.  Students studied the components of relief sculpture, as they strove 
to incorporate high, low, and sunken relief elements in their individual designs.  After students’ 
projects are bisque fired, they will consider how the visual impact of color and glaze can work with 
their use of texture and form.  
 

 
Check out these work samples from Ceramics 1 students.  Students learned about the stages of 
clay and how high fire, low fire, and underglazes interact with texture by creating pinch pots and 
texture tiles for their first project.   Through peer critiques, students learned from each other about 
various glaze combinations and appreciated how they problem-solved in unique ways.  Students 



submitted digital reflections on their preliminary projects that will become part of a digital portfolio, 
which will focus on their individual growth throughout the course of the semester. 
 
The Cedar Cliff High School JROTC Raiders Team participated in a competition at Millersville 
University on Saturday, October 5th.  The competition lasted all day and was comprised of six 
separate events: a 3k Team Ruck Run, Rope Bridge, Obstacle Course Litter Carry, Combat 
Relay, Vehicle Pull and a Modified Army Physical Fitness Test.  Senior Anthony Shires paced 
Cedar Cliff to a first place finish in the Vehicle Pull event while the group gutted out a hilly cross 
country course to also claim first place in the 3k Team Ruck Run with a time of 13 minutes and 
58 seconds.  In a new event, the Obstacle Course Litter Carry, teamwork and grit resulted in a 
second place finish for the team.  On the individual level, junior Barrett Cutshall not only took 
first place for women in the Modified Army Physical Fitness Test, she also out-pointed all the 
men by tallying a personal best of 288 points out of a possible 300.  Her nearest competitor was 
a full 8 points behind.  When the dust settled, Cedar Cliff claimed a surprising second place 
finish.  This is especially noteworthy as many of the B-Team Raiders had to step up and 
compete due to an unusual number of the A-Team members running into scheduling conflicts 
due to the SAT, work, and family outings. 
 
Students taking Biology have been enjoying the outdoors during the unit on ecology.  The 
curriculum calls for students to count populations.  What better way than to count real 
populations? The problem:  How many broadleaf plantains (an edible weed) are growing on the 
lawn at Cedar Cliff?  The solution: Section out a 25 meter-square area, count the plantains, and 
extrapolate.  This was a true hands-on project and solution. Students seemed to enjoy population 
studies.  
 
Cedar Cliff Friends Forever Club is looking forward to a fun filled year with their buddies. Events 
include FriendsGiving dinner, a Winter-FUN-derland party, an All About the LOVE event, Special 
Needs prom prep and an End Of the Year Picnic. Other months they will participate in fun and 
game events with Buddies. They will also participate in WSSD Special Olympics as well as 
Messiah College Special Olympics. 
 
Cedar Cliff has 298 total enrollments in our Dual Enrollment classes through both HACC and 
Penn College.  We would expect Cedar Cliff students to earn 894 college credits this year without 
ever leaving our building.  Additionally, Cedar Cliff has 555 total enrollments in our AP classes 
which offers students the opportunity to possibly earn college credit by taking AP exams in May 
2020. 
 
Last week at the College Fair, I had a woman from YTI stop me as I was walking around to 
comment on our students.  She said that she goes to a lot of college fairs all over and our students 
stand out as some of the nicest and most polite.  She described that when she was unloading her 
vehicle she had multiple students quickly come to help her carry things and hold doors for her.  I 
told her we are quite proud of our student body and she said we should be.  (Patrick Tierney, 
Counselor) 
 
It has been a great fall season for Cedar Cliff Athletics. Here are some highlights from this past 
season. 
 
Girls Tennis- Their numbers were sky high this year. They have truly appreciated the hitting wall 
installed at the main courts. It will be a great benefit as they continue to improve their skills. 
 
Cheerleading- This year there were both a Varsity and JV squad. JV’s cheered at both JV and 9th 
Football games, which was a huge hit. We are excited for their continued growth as a team. 
 
 



Girls Volleyball- The team has competed well in a very tough Commonwealth Division. They held 
many special nights this year. They participated in a Pink Out game for Breast Cancer Awareness, 
held an Educator Appreciation Night, and celebrated senior recognition last night. It is a special 
group of young ladies who work hard and look to make an impact beyond the court. 
 
Golf- Cedar Cliff was please to have Dylan Yarnevich qualify for the Mid Penn Championship held 
at Dauphin Highlands. Dylan came a long way and was thrilled to qualify his senior year.  
 
Cross Country- Cedar Cliff is looking to forward to the upcoming District 3 Championship Race at 
Big Spring HS on Saturday, Oct. 26th.  
 
Boys and Girls Soccer- Their seasons have come to an end and the boys narrowly missed out on 
qualifying for the District Playoffs. They finished with an overall record of 7-11. The girls faced 
many injuries this year, but are looking forward to the future as the team had numerous freshman 
and sophomore with significant playing time.  
 
Field Hockey- They have had a great season finishing with a regular season record of 14-3-1. 
The next step is a return trip to the District 3 playoffs which will be on Wednesday, Oct. 23rd.  
 
Football- The team is 6-2 overall and in line for a repeat Keystone Division Championship. They 
have two more home games left. This Friday they take on Susquehanna Township, with a victory 
giving them the Keystone Division Crown. And then, next Friday is the annual Cedar Cliff-Red 
Land Football game. It should be another spectacular night.  
 


